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Principal’s message 

 

Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year! Although the start of the school year has been a 

little warm, we are off to a great start. This year, we welcome Mr. Lucas in the English de-

partment, Mr. Maher in special education and Ms. Oldenkamp in the library/media center; 

Ms. Bardon, Mr. Bennett, Ms. Gaul and Ms. Heer as new paraprofessionals; and Ms. 

Hirsch, Ms. Mulnix and Ms. Goerdt are new to the food service department at WDHS.  
 

 

We currently have a very successful booster club that does a great job of supporting our 

athletic organizations. We are pleased to announce the formation of the Western Dubuque 

Fine Arts Booster Club starting in early October. This organization will support the vocal 

music, band, speech, drama, dance, and cheerleading groups. The new auditorium will be a 

great place for these organizations to practice and compete but will need to be supported 

financially to maintain current equipment and add new equipment when necessary.  Please 

consider supporting this organization in the future. 
 

 

A special thanks to Mrs. Kratochwill-Jones and the students in the Creative Writing and 

Journalistic Publications course for creating the Bobcat Bulletin. Last year this class started 

publishing the Bobcat Bulletin and did a great job. I want to thank them for their work and 

look forward to their publications this year.  
 

 

Dave Hoeger, Principal 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org 
 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your 

email, please contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-

876-3442 ext. 3001.   

If you have been to WDHS 

recently, you most likely no-

ticed there is a good start to the 

construction projects on both 

the office and the auditorium. 

There may be some interrup-

tions to the school this year, 

but it is very exciting to be 

moving forward with the great 

additions to our high school.  

Parent/Teacher conferences 

Parent/Teacher conferences will be held from 

4:30-8:00 p.m. on Nov. 5 and Nov. 7 in the main 

gymnasium.  This year, there will be no early re-

leases on the conference days and there will be 

school on Friday. However, there will be a 3-hour 

early release on Friday, Nov. 8.     
 

First quarter report cards will be handed out during 

Parent/Teacher Conferences. We look forward to 

seeing everyone there!    

Board of Education 

Jeanne Coppola 

Mark Knuth 

Gary McAndrew 

Mark Tilson 

Chad Vaske 

http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org
mailto:laura.hoerner@wdbqschools.org
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Yearbook information  
BY BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR  
 

Attention Seniors: Senior portraits are due to Mr. Ressler by Friday, Dec. 13. Contact your photographer 

and have them email a copy to Mr. Ressler (ben.ressler@wdbqschools.org) ASAP. If you are unable to get 

ahold of your photographer, you can bring in a wallet of your portrait as a last resort. Don’t get left out of 

the book!  Get your picture turned in soon! 
 

Books for Sale: The 2014 yearbooks are on sale now for the low price of $55. If interested, please submit your payment to Alice in 

the Activities Office. The 2013 yearbooks are in and are ready to be picked up. Not sure if you bought a 2013 book?  We keep rec-

ords and can let you know! 

Little Color Guard Day 
BY MICHAELA HOEGER 

 

“Guard Attend Hut! Hut!” In marching band, this is how 

you get the students’ attention, and now that the guard has 

your attention, they have an announcement to make. 

 

The Western Dubuque Color Guard will be hosting its 

first Little Color Guard Day on Friday, Oct. 25, 2013 at 

Western Dubuque High School. Little Color Guard Day is 

an opportunity for color guard members to teach younger 

students, grades 5-8, basic flag techniques. From 3:30-

5:00 p.m., the students will practice at Drexler Middle 

Intermediate School, where they will learn a short routine. 

Then, the  students will perform at the football game that 

night. 

 

The hope is that this event will inspire more students to go 

out for color guard once they get to high school. It’s a 

great opportunity for students to begin learning skills and 

techniques that will give them a head start if they choose 

to join the high school team.  

 

The color guard is very excited to be putting on this event, 

and they hope to see you there! 

 

Let us do the cooking! 
BY LIZA WALKE-POLLITT, FOODS INSTRUCTOR 
 

 

Announcing the first ever West-DuBakery. Mrs. Walke-Pollitt and her Foods 3 students will 

be available to meet all of your baking needs. Too tired after work? Out of ideas? Just don’t 

enjoy being in the kitchen? Then leave the cooking to us! We will be prepping and freezing 

a wide variety of items—ranging from cookies and waffles to coffee cakes and breads—to 

be sold to you, our Bobcat supporters. Entrees will be available in the near future. Our offer-

ings will change with the season, so please check back often once we get up and running. 

You can go to our Take and Bake link, which is www.west-dubakery.weebly.com.  You can 

also find it on the schools website at www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org.  We will also be sending 

flyers home, as well as advertising at our local businesses. If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Walke-Pollitt at 563-876-3442 ext. 3065. We look forward to 

serving you! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY REX HANSON 

The WDHS Color Guard performs for every home football game.  

Pictured above (left to right): Catherine Sears, Taylor Fishnick, 

Kayla Winandy, Belle Neuwoehner, Marcus Ingles, Michaela 

Hoeger, Kayleigh Sears, Faith Girard and Abby Hoffmann. 

mailto:ben.ressler@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us
http://www.west-dubakery.weebly.com/
http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org
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A WDHS Math Club update 
 

BY BRITTNEY FRIES 

 

For the last five years, students have been given the 

opportunity to enrich their math skills and even partici-

pate in competitions across the eastern and central Io-

wa area. Led by math and programming teacher, Julie 

Vaughn, the WDHS Math Club has been one of the 

many groups to thrive in the school. Last year, 59 rec-

orded students were in the club. This year, Vaughn 

says she has 50 thus far. 
 

When asked what the requirements were to join the 

club, her answer was simple. “A desire to have fun or 

be challenged with math is a must. That’s why I enjoy 

Math Club. Seeing other students having fun and hang-

ing out with others who enjoy math makes it enjoya-

ble.” 
 

“My favorite part about Math Club is the competi-

tions,” says Ally Zauche, a junior who has been in the 

Math Club for all three years of her high school career. 

When asked why, she responded, “The competitions 

are fun. The rides to the competitions are a lot of fun, 

too.” Zauche joined after a friend introduced it to her 

during their freshman year. “We also sell book covers 

and sometimes do concessions at certain events,” said 

Zauche. 
 

According to Vaughn, the Math Club has 11 competi-

tions this year. They consist of two team and two indi-

vidual tests where students try to solve math problems. 

The problems can range in math subjects from basic 

algebra to calculus. 
 

If anyone would like to join the Math Club, they can 

go to Mrs. Vaughn’s room (209) and fill out a form. 

This club makes it possible for all students, no matter 

their skill level in math, to enhance the numbers in 

their minds. 

Pictured here are last year’s WDHS Math Club members (left to right).  Front 

row: Jill Wolf and Sam Anglin; second row: Jenny Brehm, Curtis Burds, Ashely 

Beringer, Heidi Engelken, Haley MacInerny, Brittni Wendling, Megan Kemp; 

third row: Rebekah Gansemer, Cheyenne Puetz, Brooke Bockenstedt, Stephanie 

Niklasen, Cheyenne Hess, Kari Ormord, Michelle Hansen; back row: Danielle 

Weber, Ally Zauche, Jared Laub, Laila Sahir, Nicole Valentine, Jacob Vold, 

Sam Naumann, and Coach Julie Vaughn 

Not pictured: Katelynn Till, Brittney Fries, Alyssa Dougherty, Matt Kluesner, 

Sara McAuliffe, Tony Domeyer, Jack O’Brien, Emily Costello, Jacob Rider, 

Brenna Wolfe, Autumn Oberfell, Zack Werner, Alex Daly, Justin Kluesner, 

Allison Schlarmann, Blake Schlueter, Sarah Walsh, Raegan Hoefler, Zechariah 

Merkes, Devin Watters, Nathan Capek, Amanda Langel, Megan Meyer, Carter 

Sola, and Erica O’Rourke 

Diabetes Awareness Month 

BY TIRZAH GAUL 

 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month. There are 

two types of diabetes: Type 1 and Type 2. In Western 

Dubuque High School, there are students with Type 1 diabetes. Type 1 

diabetes is an autoimmune disease without a cure. It occurs when the 

pancreas stops producing insulin. There is never a break when living 

with diabetes. Diabetics are constantly checking their blood glucose, 

counting carbohydrates, and injecting insulin. If these tasks are not per-

formed, there will be serious negative health effects. High and low blood 

sugars can cause a diabetic to have varying short-tem effects or symp-

toms including: shaking, hunger, blurred vision, numbness, tingling in 

the hands, feet, and mouth, vomiting or passing out. Long-term effects 

include amputation, vision loss and death. Causes of high blood sugars 

include not taking enough insulin, being sick, adrenaline and increased 

emotions, such as being excited. Causes of low blood sugars include 

taking too much insulin, exercise and certain emotions, such as fear. Ac-

cording to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, “As many as 

three million Americans are living with Type 1 diabetes. Each year more 

than 30,000 people will be diagnosed with this disease in the United 

States.”  

Wednesday, June 6, 2007, was when I was diagnosed with this disease. 

Some of my symptoms leading up to the diagnosis were frequent thirst 

and urination, fatigue, lessened eyesight and unexplained weight loss. In 

less than a week, I went from knowing nothing about the disease to be-

ing an expert, able to manage my diabetes outside of the hospital. At 

first, it was a huge change, but I quickly got used to it. After having this 

disease for six years, it is second nature to me and just part of my daily 

routine. I know that if I do not manage my diabetes, there will be serious 

consequences. Even with Type 1 diabetes, a person can live a life just as 

normal as someone who does not have this disease, with only a few 

changes to their daily habits. Type 1 diabetes is not something to be 

scared of, but it is something that everyone should be aware of. 
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An interview with Mr. Lucas  
 

BY NAOMI DORR-KAUNE 

 

What did you study in college?  English education 
 

What are your hobbies? Fishing, golfing, reading, hunting, playing tennis, gardening, watching movies 

and spending time with family. 
 

What is it like to teach in the school you graduated from?  It was a bit surreal at first, but getting into 

my room and working in July and August helped make the transition a smooth one. Now I feel fortunate 

and excited to be working with the talented students and staff of Western Dubuque. 
 

How has the school changed? The school has grown since I was here. Also, the staff seems to be young-

er, but maybe that’s because I’m older! 
 

Do you enjoy being a Bobcat again? Absolutely, 100%. 
 

What is the weirdest thing you’ve seen/experienced since you’ve been here? Nothing really comes to 

mind. The varsity football game kicking off at 9:15 p.m. was a bit unusual. Also, I hadn’t expected to be “asked” to sing the fight 

song so soon. 
 

Anything else you would like to add? Go Bobcats, Hawks and Bears! 

An interview with Ms. Oldenkamp  
 

BY NAOMI DORR-KAUNE 

 

Where are you currently living? Dubuque, IA 
 

What are your hobbies? Hiking, reading, attending concerts (especially Dave Matthews Band), and 

playing in different music ensembles. 
 

What do you teach? I am the new media specialist. 
 

Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher to show students how much fun learning and read-

ing can be! 
 

Do you enjoy being a Bobcat so far? Yes! Everyone has been super welcoming, and I am enjoying 

working with high school level students. I worked with elementary students for the past three years. 
 

What is the weirdest thing you’ve seen/experienced since you’ve been here? The day that Mr. Feld-

mann and Mr. Hoeger were wearing the same shirt was very unusual. 

 

New kid on the block: Mr. Maher 
BY MARIA WEBER 

How do you like Western Dubuque so far? It’s a great learning and working environment. I love the 

Bobcat spirit. 

Where did you get your schooling? University of Iowa; Western Illinois University. 

Why did you get into this profession? I have wanted to be a teacher most of my life. Education stimu-

lates the brain! 

How do you motivate your students? I role model a positive attitude, and my lessons engage student 

learning. I like to have fun! 

Describe your ideal student: My ideal student: a student with a positive attitude.  

What five words would you use to describe yourself? Energetic, family, school, outdoors, fun. 

What do you like the most about being a teacher? When I can open a mind that has been closed. 



College reps at WDHS 

Below is a list of college reps coming to 

WDHS, as of the date of printing.  More 

will be added as we receive the notices. 

During  Bobcat Time 

1:05-1:40 p.m. 

  

 

 

 

 

Sept. 30 Western Illinois 

Oct. 1  Simpson College 

Oct. 3 Coe College 

Oct. 14 NICC 

Oct. 16 University of Iowa 

Oct. 21 UNI and Mt. Mercy 

Oct. 30  Iowa Central 

Nov. 4 St. Mary’s University of MN  

Nov. 7 Central College 

Potential division I or II  athlete? 

All prospective Division I and II athletes must register with the NCAA Clearing-

house to be eligible.  More information about this registration process is available in 

the guidance office.  The NCAA Clearinghouse charges a handling fee for this regis-

tration process. 

Registering for the selective service 

Male students who are 18 must register with the selective service within 30 days of 

turning 18, by law.  Students can register online (www.sss.gov) at age 17 years, 3 

months.  The information can be stored electronically and then registration will be 

done automatically on their 18th birthday.  Students may register in the guidance of-

fice by making a 5-10 minute appointment with their counselor. 

Freshmen  harassment education 

WDHS believes all students have the right to be educated without being harassed by 

others.  Therefore, all students at WDHS have gone through a harassment education 

program.  Each year all freshmen are given guidelines on how to avoid problems 

with the issue of harassment or sexual harassment, what to do to report harassment 

situations and what is considered harassing behaviors.  The freshman class had har-

assment education in their English classes during the month of September. 

PSAT/NMSQT 

The practice SAT and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test will be given 

from 8:30-11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 16 at WDHS.  This test is designed for 

students who are in the top 20-30% of the junior class.  They will be competing 

against the top juniors in the nation to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship.  

Top sophomores are encouraged to take the test this year as a practice run.  Please 

contact Becky in the Guidance Office to sign-up for this test and to pay the $14.00 

testing fee. 
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Guidance services at WDHS 

Please contact the Guidance Office @ 876-3442 with any questions: 

 Casey Bryant, Professional Counselor A-K (ext. 3006) 

 Carrie Edgin, Professional Counselor L-Z (ext. 3007) 

 Laura Foust, MS/WDHS Mental Health Counselor (ext. 3036) 

 Becky Gasper, Secretary (ext. 3005) 

 

Check out the Guidance Office website @   

www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org/?PageName='Guidance' 

Guidance Office  

Senior exit interviews 

All seniors have been invited and are encouraged to sign-up to see their counselor 

for a 10-15 minute senior exit interview.  Important information is shared with sen-

iors regarding these topics: graduation requirements, transcripts, career search web 

sites, college web sites, college application process, college searches, financial aid 

process, scholarships, scholarship search process, etc. 

Scholarships 

The guidance office has numerous scholar-

ship information and/or applications available 

to seniors and some juniors. The complete list 

will be posted in the guidance office as they 

become available and also on the WDHS 

website under guidance office. Please have 

your student stop in periodically to check out 

this list.  

Alumni information 

Please contact Becky Gasper in the guidance 

office at 563-876-3442 ext. 3005 or email her 

at becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org if you are 

interested in posting pertinent information 

regarding upcoming class reunions on our 

Web page.   
 

Alumni, if you have had a change in name, 

marital status, address, phone number, etc, 

please contact the guidance office so that we 

can update our records.   

SAT (student assistance teams) 

Students who are struggling academically may be offered assistance from a team 

consisting of their teachers, counselor, principal, and parent/guardian.  This group 

would meet to produce an intervention plan to help the student improve. 

Driver’s education 

NICC will be offering an evening class in 

Peosta.  Class runs from 6:00-8:30 p.m. Oct. 7 

to Oct. 31 on Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thurs-

days. 
 

Please contact Becky in the Guidance Office 

for a registration form.  Cost is $349.00. 

http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org/?PageName='Guidance'
mailto:becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org
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Activities Department  

Financial aid night at WDHS 

There will be a financial aid 

information night @ WDHS on 

Monday, Nov. 11, 2013 @ 6:30 

p.m. for all May 2014 graduates 

and their parents. Seniors and 

their parents are encouraged to 

attend this meeting. 

A “Fill out the FAFSA Day” is sched-

uled for Friday, Feb. 7, 2014.  The FAFSA 

on the web will be discussed, and paper 

versions will be available for those without 

internet access. 

Graduation caps, gowns, and 
announcements 

The Jostens rep will be 

meeting with the entire 

senior class during Bob-

cat Time (1:05-1:40 

p.m.) on Tuesday, Oct. 

22, 2013 to discuss and 

pass out information regarding the ordering 

of their 2014 class announcements, cap and 

gown and any additional memorabilia they 

would like to purchase for graduation. 
 

Orders will be collected on Oct. 29, 2013 

during all lunch periods.  

           Graduation Date 

Graduation for the  

Class of 2014 will be on  

May 18, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. 

Senior Pictures 

Senior pictures are due 

Friday, Dec. 13, 2013 

College-career planning 

center 

The college–career planning center is 

located in the guidance office and is 

open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. dur-

ing the school year. This room is avail-

able for all seniors and their parents 

who would like to research and/or ap-

ply at colleges and apply for scholar-

ships. We have four computers that you 

may use and information on local col-

leges and special events that are hap-

pening. 

 

Did you know? 

I received this article from the Iowa High School Athletic Association and thought this would be good 

information for our parents to review. 

Did you know? 

Students’ involvement in co-curricular activities has been proven to increase their chances of success 

later in life.  However, it is important for parents to realize that less than 1% of students participating in 

co-curricular activities will make a living in that activity.  Parents should NOT expect their son or 

daughter to receive a full ride college scholarship or make a living as a result of their participation in co

-curricular activities because, for the most, that is not reality.  Parents should encourage their children 

to participate in co-curricular activities because their children will have fun, enjoy being with their 

friends and because of the lifelong values they learn through participation. 

Good luck to all our Bobcats as they compete in our fall activities. 
John Hlubek 

7-12 Activities Director 

A special thank you 

BY STEVE SEAY 

The Western Dubuque transportation classes 

would like to thank Victory Ford for donat-

ing a 1996 Dodge Caravan. This is a great 

addition for the auto classes and will help 

students have more hands-on learning on 

vehicles that are in operating condition. With 

over 212 students  working in the shop 

throughout the year, this donation will pro-

vide students with an opportunity to work on 

vehicles when they are looking for projects 

during lab time.  

Experiencing the National Mississippi River Museum  
BY CECELIA ZANGARA, SCIENCE INSTRUCTOR 

 

The WDHS Environmental Club, along with Ms. Zangara's alternative physical 

science class, experienced an overnight environmental conference at the National 

Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium in Dubuque on Sept. 12-13. The 10 par-

ticipating students were able to learn about the history of the Mississippi River and 

different conservation services at Eagle Point Park, participate in live-fish capture 

and tagging, travel to Swiss Valley Nature Center to learn about 

reducing runoff in different areas and experience the River Muse-

um firsthand. These students—along with all of the WDHS Environ-

mental Club members—are always looking to gain a better appreci-

ation about the environment, and this experience helped a select few 

do just that.      
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Student Articles  

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art corner with Jillian Kennedy 

BY ASHLEY ALTHOFF 

Jillian Kennedy is a sophomore at Western Dubuque High School and an aspiring 

art student. Her love for art began at the age of 10. Kennedy was randomly moti-

vated to draw a unicorn and decided to ask her mother, who is also an artist, to 

show her how. The part that inspired Jillian the most was the special technique 

behind drawing; two circles were drawn to get the basic shape, and then every-

thing just came together. She thought the idea behind it was amazing ,and her 

unicorn turned out quite well. Her love continued from then on.  

Kennedy’s determination in art continues because she wants to be successful and 

well known. Her pieces come from her emotions and feelings; it just depends on 

the time and place. She wants to pursue art in college after high school. Kennedy 

will most likely resort to Clarke University in Dubuque, but she would really love 

to go somewhere farther if it works out. San Francisco is one place she is thinking 

about.  

After college, Kennedy wants to either work as a freelance artist or become a tat-

too artist. She hopes to advance to a notable artist and have her feelings and works 

spread throughout. For that very reason, Kennedy created the piece above. It is 

named “A Breeze of Opportunity” because it symbolizes having the opportunity 

to make her art known. When asked if she plans on using art for the rest of her 

life, Kennedy responded, “Art will always be a huge part of my life. It will always 

be in my surroundings and my culture.” 

FFA news 
BY LAINEY GERMAN, WD FFA REPORTER 

 

On Sept. 7, West Dubuque FFA had a strong showing at the State Dairy Cattle Contest in West Union.  Team members were Me-

gan Rauen, Andy Dougherty, Alan Kruse and Adam Simon.  The team finished first as a team in Oral Reasons, Cattle Classes and 

Sire Selection. They finished runner up as a team in the Dairy Management test.  Overall, WD FFA was the reserve champion 

team behind Sumner-Fred who will be representing Iowa FFA at the National Convention in October.  Individually, Alan Kruse 

was 36th, Megan Rauen was 17th, Adam Simon was 9th and Andy Dougherty was top individual overall.  

 Andy Dougherty finished first in Oral Reason and Cattle Classes, as well as overall.  "I feel we had a good day. It is a little bitter-

sweet because Megan is finished with competing, as she is now in college, but we did well.  I knew we would be solid but did not 

know where we would fall.  A few changes and a couple more practices might have done the trick to knock off the champion team, 

but we are extremely happy," WD FFA Advisor Lansing said. 

 Upcoming events include: Sept. 27 - WD FFA&FBLA Wingfest/Chili Cookoff; Oct. 1 - World Dairy Expo; Oct. 8 - KCC horse 

judging; Oct. 9 - Greenhand Fire Up; Oct. 15 - KCC livestock; and Oct. 29-Nov. 1 National FFA Convention in Louisville, KY. 

Homecoming announcement 

 BY ALYSSA SCHABILION 

Homecoming : the game and the dance that high 

school students wait for. Before the big game, 

students will participate in the annual dress-up 

week, Oct. 7-11. The dress-up day for Monday 

is hunting/fishing day. Tuesday is teacher/coach 

appreciation day, during which students are to 

dress as a teacher or coach they admire. 

Wednesday is class distinction day. The distinc-

tion themes are based on the four seasons: win-

ter for seniors, summer for juniors, fall for soph-

omores and spring for freshman. On Thursday, 

students are encouraged to wear their favorite 

thrift shop attire, and Friday is spirit day. Dress 

up all week to win points for your class.  At 2:00 

p.m. on Friday, Oct. 11, the Homecoming pa-

rade will be making its way around Epworth. 

The theme this year is Bobcat Spirit is Always in 

Season. The game will be  that evening, with the 

sophomores beginning at 5:00 p.m., and the var-

sity will kick off at 7:30 p.m. against the Dewitt 

Sabers. The dance will be held from 8:00-11:00 

p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 12. There will be drinks, 

snacks, dancing, music and tons of fun. The 

Homecoming king is going to be announced at 

the pep rally on Friday, Oct. 11, and the Home-

coming queen will be announced at halftime of 

the varsity football game. Make sure to be there, 

so you don’t miss any of the excitement! 
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An interview with Coach Kuhle 
 

BY SAGE DOMEYER 

 

When I was interviewing head coach Brian Kuhle, I asked ques-

tions regarding the varsity football squad for this season. He told 

me that this year the team is made up of 48 athletes, including a 

foreign exchange student from Germany. The exchange student 

watched his first game in Epworth against Dyersville Beckman in 

week one, then joined the team. Coach Kuhle also said that the 

Bobcats are a defense-first program. “We like to put our best 11 on 

the defensive side of the ball, and then we rotate and give breaks to 

players on offense first,” Kuhle said. I asked Coach Kuhle which 

players have shown outstanding effort to earn a captain spot on the 

team, and he gave me four names: Bryce Hoerner, Matt Riniker, 

Brennan Koerperich and Dylan Gansen. The next question I had for 

Kuhle was who he thought our toughest opponent would be this 

year, to which he replied, “Decorah, returning state champs.”  

Next, I asked if he planned to prepare for games differently this 

year, and he answered, “No. We adjust our game plan for each op-

ponent. Preparation remains the same.” Finally, I asked Kuhle if he 

thought we were going to make the playoffs for the third season in 

a row. He answered with confidence, “Yes. Our district is tough, 

and we have to be in the top four in our district.” Wrapping up, 

Coach Kuhle stated, “I believe we will be in the top four.” 

PHOTOGRAPH BY TIRZAH GAUL  

Junior Ben Burds (22) rushes the ball against Dyersville Beckman.  

Marching to state 

BY PATRICK W. LEITZEN  

A long-time, proud tradition of the WD Marching Band is its participation in State Marching. This year is no exception.  On Oct. 12, 

the band will take the field again and display their show entitled “Red, White and Blue.”  The 70 members of the Bobcat Marching 

Band will be playing the following songs: “Red” by Taylor Swift; “White” by Jefferson Airplane; and “Blue” by Gemini.  Fifteen 

other schools will also be marching at state, though it is not necessarily a competition. The bands earn a rating from several judges 

and receive recordings of helpful “play-by-play” advice from the judges. These ratings critique marching technique, song choices, 

individual/sectional instrumental playing, solos and use of dynamics, as well as visual appeal. Under the direction of Mr. Omarzu, 

our Bobcats show visible excitement towards the upcoming event. Senior, four-year veteran of the Bobcat Band and trombone sec-

tion leader Megan Meyer is eagerly awaiting the event. According to Meyer, the band is “making fantastic progress…improving eve-

ry day. We hope to excel this year.”  The band’s performances at the halftime of our home football games prove that excelling is not 

just a goal of the band but an expectation. This event is surely not one to miss! 

LGBT History Month: a history lesson 
 

BY MARCUS INGLES 
 
 

LGBT is a term some of you may know, but,  just as a re-

minder, it stands for lesbian, gay, bi, trans, and allies. This is 

important to know, because the month of October is LGBT 

History Month. This month is important for our school be-

cause it involves our very own group, the Bobcat Allies. The 

Bobcat Allies not only support those in the LGBT communi-

ty, but also anyone who is a victim of any form of discrimi-

nation/bullying. The director of the Bobcat Allies, Michele 

Meade, says, “I am a firm believer that equality for all means 

for all. Members of the LGBT community in the past have 

often been victims of ignorance and violence. It is important 

that all members of our community have the support to em-

brace who they are and succeed. I believe it is my job as an 

educator to support understanding and acceptance for all stu-

dents.”  
 

According to “Stonewall Riots: The Beginning of the LGBT 

Movement,” written by the Leadership Conference, back in 

the 1960s, it wasn’t uncommon to hear or know of gay estab-

lishments in larger cities, but it also wasn’t uncommon for 

police to target them as an easy place to harass a few “trouble 

makers.” This was a common occurrence at the Stonewall Inn, 

which is located in New York City.  This establishment was 

nothing special, but it was an establishment that the local 

LGBT community could go to and be themselves since, dur-

ing the time, New York had laws prohibiting people from 

being openly gay. It had its police raids, but nothing was done 

until 1969.  On June 28, 1969, the local patrons of the bar had 

enough; they were finally done accepting the regular harass-

ment and decided it was time to fight back. This resulted in a 

riot that lasted three days. Even though the riot was put to an 

end, the community would not tolerate this oppression any-

more. They gathered after the riots to make a plan to do some-

thing, and on the first anniversary of the Stonewall Riot, the 

first gay pride parades were held in Los Angeles, Chicago, 

San Francisco and near the Stonewall Inn in New York City. 

Although these parades are a bit more colorful today, the first 

one was not; it was more of a walk than a parade. Those who 

participated walked from destination to destination, holding 

banners and chanting, so they could fight for the equal rights 

all Americans deserve. 
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Advice column 

BY ALYSSA SCHABILION 

 

Should I have a date for Homecoming, or 

would going with a group of friends be bet-

ter? –Anonymous  

This question really depends on your situa-

tion. If you are currently dating someone, 

then yes, go with them as a date. On the other 

hand, if you are not dating anyone, do not 

stress over finding a date. If you want to ask 

someone, ask them. If you don’t really want 

to ask anyone, then just go with a group of 

friends. Going with friends can be a lot more 

fun because you do not have to worry about 

choosing between your date’s group of 

friends or your group of friends. You don’t 

want the guilty feeling of ditching one for the 

other. Plus, you can always find someone to 

dance with at the dance when you get there. 

Don’t let the fact of you not having a date 

stop you from going. Go and have fun! 
 

I lost my best friend in a fight. However, 

after that fight, I realized that she might not 

be worth having around anymore because 

she is acting like she is better than everyone 

else. What should I do? –Anonymous  

This is not my first time hearing about a situ-

ation like this. Honestly, the best thing you 

can do at this point is just let it all die out. At 

this point in your life, you really don’t need 

all this extra stress. You need to focus on the 

people who really matter and that you can 

trust. It is going to be hard at first, but you 

have other friends that you can distract your-

self with, and, sooner or later, you will get 

used to the fact that they won’t be there any-

more. The fight that you guys had also won’t 

matter anymore to you because you won’t 

even think about it anymore. It may take 

some time, but it will be worth it in the end if 

you break it off now. 

Senior spotlight: Jenny Brehm 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY MEGAN MEYER 

What are your future plans? Physical Ther-

apy at St. Ambrose University 

What is your favorite color? Blue 

What is your favorite food? Brownies 

What is one item on your bucket list? Scu-

ba diving 

What is your favorite song? “Blown Away” 

by Carrie Underwood 

Who is your favorite teacher?  Mr. Dolphin 

What is your favorite class? Math—

Precalculus 

Who is someone you admire? My sister 

Christy 

What is your favorite movie? “She’s the Man” 

Where is your dream vacation?  A tropical island in the Caribbean  

If you could meet any celebrity who would it be and why?  Carrie Under-

wood because she is an amazing singer. 

What is your biggest pet peeve? When people use the wrong “there” in text 

messages. 

What is your favorite book? “Green Rider” 

What is your favorite ice cream flavor? Chocolate Fudge Brownie 

What school activities are you in?  Band, NHS, Tri-M, Math Club and basket-

ball 

What is your most interesting hobby? Painting by numbers 

What is your dream job? Physical Therapist 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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| 

| 
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| 

| 

| 
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Susan Theisen: Athletic Trainer of the Year honor 

Susan Theisen, athletic trainer at Western Dubuque High School, was named the 

2013 Secondary Schools’ Athletic Trainer of the Year by 

the Iowa Athletic Trainer's Society (IATS). Theisen re-

ceived her award at the IATS luncheon at Loras College on 

June 2, 2013.  

As an athletic trainer, Theisen educates her athletes so that 

they can prevent injuries. If an athlete is injured, she begins 

assessing the injury. She sees her role as that of a middle 

person between the coach and the doctor. 

Congratulations, Sue! 
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Upcoming Events/Entertainment  

Halloween Hoot 

BY KASINDRA BERG  

Do you like being scared? Not knowing what’s around the cor-

ner? Then come to the Halloween Hoot on Saturday, Oct. 26. 

Admission is $3. This event is an exceptional way to fundraise 

money, as well as draw in people of all ages. The carnival, hay 

ride and supper are from 3-7:30 p.m., and after that, there is a 

costume contest until 8 p.m.. During that time, there is a light 

fright  for younger children and a night fright  for those who 

would like an extra scare. Around 8 p.m., there will also be two 

performances by 5th Avenue and the Aristocats. This night was 

put together by the show choir directors, the parents and the stu-

dents themselves.  

Student Reviews 
 

 

A film review of 

“Jobs”  

BY JOSH DAUSENER  

 

As I’ve always been fascinated by Steve Jobs, it is safe to say I 

wanted to see this biographical documentary right away when 

I heard about it on Reddit. While I enjoyed the movie overall, 

it does have flaws worth considering before deciding whether 

to spend your hard-earned money on viewing the film. The 

film, starring Ashton Kutcher as Steve Jobs, along with roles 

from Josh Gad and Dermot Mulroney, begins with Jobs in his 

rebellious years in college and goes on until the introduction of 

the original iPod in 2001. The movie has the difficult task of 

cramming the entire eventful life of Jobs, and this, along with 

some over-dramatizing of Job’s life, proves to be the movie’s 

ultimate downfall. As one would expect with a Hollywood 

film, many events are portrayed as much more dramatic than 

they most likely were. Screaming, crying, one-liners and such 

are found in full force in the movie. If you are a fan of Steve 

Jobs or are interested in knowing how your “I” product got in 

your pocket, this movie may be of interest to you. Otherwise, 

it’s best to wait for a Netflix release.  

 
 

A book review of Stephen King’s “Under 

the Dome” 
BY ZACHARY WERNER 

 

When a small Seneca plane collides with an unseen barrier, the 

citizens of Chester’s Mill are in for a series of dire events that 

devastates their rural Maine town.  In this stunning page turner 

by Stephen King, Dale Barbara fights the forces of both good 

and evil in a quest to understand why this invisible barricade 

has formed around his town.  King has a fascinating way of 

writing, using multiple perspectives from the many people of 

Chester’s Mill. Shifting from the angle of psychotic Junior 

Reenie to his creepy father Big Jim, and even including the 

perspective of the heroic Dale Barbara, King’s style proves a 

challenge to read at times, but “Under The Dome” is hard to 

put down when the action picks up. Despite a poorly written 

ending, the events leading up to the resolution prove to be an 

exciting read.  The events range from a shady drug scandal to 

haphazard murders around town; when it all goes down, every-

one will know the true colors of their trapped compatriots.  

Besides, no secrets are safe under the dome. 

Film review of “Percy Jackson: Sea of Mon-

sters” 

BY SYDNEY FOX 

 

In “Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters,” Percy 

Jackson, a son of Poseidon, is set on an epic 

quest to save his home and stop evil from 

rising into power. Along with his friends An-

nabeth, Grover and Tyson, Percy’s Cyclops brother that just en-

tered his life, Percy sets off on the quest. Their journey takes unex-

pected turns when they run into several enemies that want to see 

them fail, including a character named Luke, son of Hermes. Percy 

and his friends have to battle against the odds in order to save the 

home they love. Does Percy succeed, or does his worst nightmare, 

the enemy Luke, win instead?  

Based on a book by Rick Riorden, “Percy Jackson: Sea of Mon-

sters” brought in over 14 million dollars during its opening week-

end. This fantasy-filled movie instantly drew me in, making me 

want to join in on the thrilling journey. Wishing the fantasy were 

real life, I found myself being pulled deeper and deeper into the 

plot, wanting to become one of the characters. As the climax came, 

I was on the edge of my seat, hoping and praying they would make 

it through the fight. Then, the lights turned on and people got up to 

leave. The journey I took was over, and it was time to reluctantly 

get back to reality.  
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        “Cheaper by the Dozen” 
         BY MEGAN MEYER 

When the weather starts getting crisp, it’s time for the fall 

play. This year, Western Dubuque’s Drama Department 

presents “Cheaper by the Dozen.” This play follows the 

everyday life of the Gilbreth family. Crazy Dad tries to 

employ his time management strategies on his family and 

dog alike. The story is told by two of the oldest children, 

Frank and Ernestine. This year the director, Michele 

Meade, and the assistant director, Jennifer Maki, had an 

overwhelming number of auditions. There were 43 people 

who auditioned for the 16 parts. The directors will be 

working with a combined cast and crew of 45 people this 

year. Five of the roles are split among 10 actors, so come 

twice to see them all. Michele Meade said, “I am most 

excited for the caliber of students and the building excite-

ment among the cast and crew.” This is a very family-

orientated comedy. It is a play that the smallest of the 

small and the tallest of the tall will enjoy. Meade says, 

“Keep an eye on Dad and how Mom keeps it all together; 

also look out for the dog!” This is a play that will not dis-

appoint, so load up the cars and bring the whole family! 

The fall play will run from Friday to Sunday, Nov. 15-17. 



Calendar  
Important Dates 

 

                     October 

 21 Begin 2nd Qtr.  

     23 3-Hour Early Dismissal -  

  Professional Development  
 

Looking Ahead 
 

December 

 10 3-Hour Early Dismissal -  

            Professional Development 

 20 End of 1st Semester 

23-31 No School (Winter Break) 

 

January 

 1 No School (Winter Break) 

 2-3 No School - Professional  

           Development  

 6 2nd Semester Begins 

    29   3-Hour Early Dismissal -     

  Professional Development     

The policies of the Western Dubuque County Community School District 

shall provide educational programs, activities, and employment practices 

which do not discriminate on the basis of age, color, creed, national 

origin, race, religion, marital status, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, socioeconomic status, physical or mental ability or disability. 

The Western Dubuque County Community School District is an Equal 

Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.Any person having 

inquiries about this statement, please contact Tina Brestrup, Equity Coor-

dinator, 563-744-3885 x 6010, or  tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

November 

       5  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  (4:30 - 8:00 p.m.) 

      7 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  (4:30 - 8:00 p.m.) 

      8   3-Hour Early Dismissal -   

  Professional Development   

     27 No School (Teacher-Comp Day) 

28-29  No School (Thanksgiving) 

Mole Day! 
BY JERRY ROSS, CHEMISTRY INSTRUCTOR  

National Mole Day is celebrated annually on 

Oct. 23 from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m. Mole Day 

commemorates Avogadro’s number (6.02 x 

1023), which is a basic measuring unit in 

chemistry. As 12 is a dozen things, a mole is 

6.02 x 1023 things. Mole Day was created as a 

way to foster interest in chemistry. Schools 

throughout the United States and around the world celebrate Mole 

Day with various activities related to chemistry and/or moles. 

Western Dubuque students will celebrate on Oct. 23 and 24. Students 

will research the National Mole Day Federation Web page 

(www.moleday.org) and bring mole-related treats, or anything they 

can relate to the mole to celebrate Mole Day. See your resident 

chemistry student for more information on Mole Day. 

mailto:tina.brestrup@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us

